
 

Carleton Etherington – Conductor 
 

Carleton Etherington has been our  

professional conductor since 2005. 

Under his direction, the choir has  

grown in numbers and its 

performances have continued to  

improve. Carleton studied at the 

Royal Academy of Music and enjoys 

a varied musical life as organist, 

conductor and teacher. He is organist and Director of 

Music at Tewkesbury Abbey and is also conductor of 

Pershore Choral. Carleton broadcasts regularly on the 

BBC and features on many CD recordings. 
 

Jenny Rees – Accompanist 
 

Jenny Rees is a freelance professional 

musician and teacher. She studied at 

the Royal Welsh College of Music and 

Drama and graduated with a 

Performer’s Diploma and an award 

for chamber music. Jenny also has 

been with us since 2005. 
 

 

Recent Reviews 
 

“The Mozart requiem received a big-boned performance 

that emphasized the dark grandeur of the work. There was 

also drive and vigour – drama indeed! The choral singing 

at the end of the Kyrie and the following Dies Irae was 

particularly thrilling, but the whole performance was 

convincing and the audience left profoundly satisfied.”  

(Wilts & Glos Standard, December 2016) 
 

“Bach is good for you, and Cirencester Choral Society’s 

performance of the St John Passion in our Parish Church 

last week was life-enhancing for the capacity audience . . . 

The opening chorus sent shivers down my spine . . . 

Congratulations to Carleton Etherington and all the 

choir!”  (Wilts & Glos Standard, April 2017) 
 

 

Our Membership 
 

We are a thriving and friendly society and membership 

has been at or near capacity for several years. Singers 

interested in joining the choir are welcome to make 

inquiries in November and June about possible 

vacancies for the subsequent terms. The ‘Join us’ page 

of our website (see below) links to information about 

what we look for in our members. A short 

application form is provided which we ask all those 

interested in joining to complete and submit. Other 

pages of the website will tell you more about our 

past performances and planned future activities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Future concert dates: 
 

Sat 8 December 2018: J S Bach - Christmas Oratorio 
 

Main concerts 2019:  Sat 4 May & Sat 23 November   

Christmas charity concert 2019:  Tues 17 December   

Programmes to be arranged 
 

Contact us 
 

Via our website: 

www.cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk 

by e-mail: 

enquiries@cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk 

by phone: 

Andy Crane, Chairman,  01285 770976 
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Cirencester Choral Society was founded 

in 1863. We perform two main concerts per season 

(Nov/Dec and May), currently supplemented by 

biennial Christmas concerts in support of a local 

charity, and one-day choral events on a summer 

Saturday, open to all singers. We aim to support the 

careers of aspiring young musicians by giving them 

opportunities to perform in our concerts as vocal 

soloists and instrumental players. Through careful 

handling of our funds, we manage to keep ticket prices 

for our concerts affordable and our membership fees 

at competitive rates. This helps us attract good 

audiences and maintain a high level of membership, 

making a real contribution to the cultural life of the 

town.  The society is a Registered Charity and is 

affiliated to Making Music, the National Federation of 

Music Societies. 
 

Tickets for the Society’s concerts go on sale four 

weeks before the event and are available from 

Society members or the Visitor Information Centre at 

the Corinium Museum, Cirencester, Tel 01285 654180   

         
 

          
 

           

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

   Sat 25 November 2017 
   7.30 Cirencester Parish Church  
     

     
 

  Vivaldi:  Gloria & Magnificat 
 

  Pergolesi:  Magnificat  
  & solo duet from Stabat Mater   

  Pachelbel:  Magnificat 
 

  Hayes: Overture to The Fall of Jericho 
 

  Corelli Orchestra 

  
   

   Sat 5 May 2018 
    7.30 Cirencester Parish Church 
 

    The Glories of Parry & Stanford 
     including 
   

   Parry:  

   I was glad  

   Blest pair of Sirens  

   My soul there is a country 
 

   Stanford:  

   Te Deum in C  

   The Lord is my Shepherd  

   For lo! I raise up 

   

   

   

  Cirencester Choral Society                                                Season 2017-18 

 
 

 

The Magnificat, or Song of Mary, is a text from St Luke’s Gospel 

in which the Virgin Mary gives praise to God for choosing her to 

bear the Messiah. It is one of the most familiar texts of the 

Christian liturgy and one of its most ancient.  Cirencester Abbey 

was dedicated to St Mary and it can be imagined that these 

words, recited or sung daily in the Office of Vespers, would, 

along with other Marian texts, have held a special significance for 

the Augustinian Canons of the Abbey. Since the Renaissance, the 

Magnificat has been a favourite text for many choral composers 

and it continues as an essential element of present-day Catholic 

and Protestant evening worship. We celebrate Magnificat with 

three baroque settings by Vivaldi, Pergolesi and Pachebel. These 

are supported by Vivaldi’s celebratory and ever-popular Gloria 

and two shorter works of the period.     
 

Tickets £12.50 (£6 students, £3 children) 

2018 sees the centenary of the death of Sir Hubert Parry. Parry 

had conducted Cirencester Choral Society in 1905, a special 

moment in the Society’s history which influenced its choice of his 

inspiring but rarely performed Invocation to Music for its 150th 

Anniversary concert in May 2013. Five years on we take the 

opportunity again to present glorious music by this ‘Son of 

Gloucestershire’, in a programme celebrating also the work of his 

contemporary at The Royal College of Music, Sir Charles Villiers 

Stanford. Today the music of neither composer features much in 

the concert hall. While Parry’s choral music is best known in the 

context of ceremonial and royal occasions, Stanford’s principal 

contribution lives on in the day to day liturgy of the Anglican 

church. However their greater legacy, particularly Parry’s, is the 

profound influence they had on the musical styles of their 

students - the next, more illustrious, generation of English 

composers, including Holst, Elgar and Vaughan Williams.  
 

Tickets £12.50 (£6 students, £3 children) 

 

Tues 19 December 2017 
 7.30 Cirencester Parish Church 
 

Christmas Concert in support of  

Citizens Advice Cotswold District 
 

- Carols for choir and audience 
 

- Hannah Brooks-Hughes, Violin, Winner      

of the Gloucestershire Young Musician of 

the Year 2017 competition  
 

- Judith Paris , Christmas readings 
 

Profits to Citizens Advice. Refreshments sold in 

aid of Cirencester Housing for Young People. 
 

Tickets: Adults £7.50 (accompanied children 

under 18 free, but require ticket). 

 


