Carleton Etherington — Conductor

Carleton Etherington has been our
professional conductor since 2005.
Under his direction, the choir has
grown in numbers and its
performances have continued to
improve. Carleton studied at the
Royal Academy of Music and enjoys
a varied musical life as organist,
conductor and teacher. He is organist and Director of
Music at Tewkesbury Abbey and is also conductor of
Pershore Choral. Carleton broadcasts regularly on the
BBC and features on many CD recordings.

Jenny Rees — Accompanist

Jenny Rees is a freelance professional
musician and teacher. She studied at
the Royal Welsh College of Music and
Drama and graduated with a
Performer’s Diploma and an award
for c¢hamber music. Jermy also has
been with s since 2005.

Recent Reviews

“Cirencester Choral Society presented music by Purcell
and Handel, maintaining their well-deserved reputation
for stylish performances of exciting, but less well-knowi,
music.” (Wilts & Glos Standard, Nov 2015)

“This concert was everything a Christmas concert should
be, uplifting, vibrant and well received all round.” (Wilts
& Glos Standard, Dec 2015: Christmas charity concert)

“Throughout the concert they sang with total confidence
and unity whilst sharing a glorious range of sounds and
dynamic contrasts with the audience. (Wilts & Glos
Standard, May 2016: Elgar and Chilcott concert)

Our Membership

We are a thriving and friendly society and currently
have a full membership complement for the 2016-17
season. Singers interested in joining the choir are
welcome to make inquiries in November and June about

possible vacancies for the subsequent terms. The Join
us’ page of our website (see below) links o
information about what we look for in our members.
A short application form is provided which we ask
all those interested in joining to complete and
submit. Other pages of the website will tell you more
about our activities.

Contact us

Via our website:
www.cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

by e-mail:

enquiries@cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

by phone:
Andy Crane, Chairman
(1285 770976
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St Michael's church, Vienna, where parls of Mozart’s Requiem were first

publicly performed at his own memorial service in December 1791

2016 — 2017

Renowned classics by the masters
of 181" century choral composition:

Mozart, Haydn & Bach



Cirencester Choral Society

was founded in 1863 and recently celebrated its 150t
anniversary. We perform two main concerts per
season (autumn and spring), which are currently
supplemented by a biennial Christmas concert, in
support of a local charity, and a one-day choral event
on a summer Saturday, open to all singers. Through
careful handling of our funds, we manage to keep
ticket prices for our concerts affordable and our
membership fees at competitive rates. This helps us
attract good audiences and maintain a high level of
membership, making a real contribution to the
cultural life of the town. The society is a Registered
Charity and is affiliated to Making Music, the
National Federation of Music Societies.

Tickets for the Society’s concerts go on sale four
weeks before concert dates and are available from
the Visitor Information Centre at the Corinium
Museum, Park St, Cirencester, Tel: 01285 654180

Wider community engagement

The 2015-16 season included both a Christmas concert
and a summer singing day.

An enthusiastic audience of around 450 attended our
2015 Christmas Concert in support of Cirencester
Housing for Young People (CHYP). With generous
musical contributions from the Gloucestershire
recorder ensemble Major Pipework and narrations by
the professional actor Judith Paris to help fill our
programme, we were able to present a festive offering
of words and music described in the Wilts & Glos
Standard as “everything a Christmas concert should be”.
Together, the ticket sales, sale of refreshments
(provided by CHYP) and donations from shoppers at
a separate carol singing event, raised almost £3,000 for
the local charity.

Qur Singing Day in July (see right), led by Brian Kay,
attracted 140 singers from across the Midlands and
South of England. The day concluded with a well
attended free informal concert of the music rehearsed.

- Cirencester Choral Society

Sat 3 December 2016

7.30 Cirencester Parish Church

Late masterpieces from the
giants of the classical period:

Mozart: Requiem

Haydn: Harmoniemesse

accompanied by the
Bristol Ensemble

Sat 8 April 2017
7.30 Cirencester Parish Church

Bach: St John Passion
(in English, using the New Novello
Choral Edition by Neil Jenkins)

accompanied by the

Corelli Orchestra

Season 2016-17

The circumstances surrounding the commissioning of Mozart's Requiem and
its completion after his death by his assistant Franz Sussmayr have given rise
to muck scholarly and musicological debate - and a number of alternatives to
the Sussmayr completion. But whichever version is sung, the Requiem

is probably the firiest and most moving of his choral compositions, with an
enduring power to intpress and inspire anew each time it is heard.

The other late masterpiece in our prograwme, the Harmoniemesse, is the last of
Haydn's six 'late’ masses written bekween 1796 and 1802. It was also the last
major work that he wrote, illness preventing any significant musical output
over the remaining seven years of his life. Il is the most vichly scored of the
masses, with flute, oboe, clarinet and bassoon playing prominent roles - hence
the name "wind-band mass’,

Tickets £12.50 (£6 students, £3 children)

The St John Passion is the older of the two surviving Passions written by | S
Bach and ranks alongside the B Minor Mass and St Matthew Passion as one
of his greatest chioral works. It was first performed on Good Friday 1724 in
Leipziy.

It is often argued that when Bach's passions are sung in translation the
wmiusical experience is lessened compared with performances in the original
German. Recognising this, but believing also in the benefits to audiences of
hearing these works in their own language, Neil fenkins® new 21 century
translotion more closely serves the needs of Bach's music than previous
English editions and aiws to give today's English speaking audiences an
experience much closer to that which Bach's congregation would have had in
1724. Rend about the background to this modern edition at
http:/ywww.neiljenkins.info/documents/stjohnpassion.pdf

Tickets £12.50 (£6 students, £3 children)

Autumn: Sat 25 Nov 2017
Christmas: Tues 19 Dec 2017

Spring: Sat 5 May 2018

Concert dates for 2017-18 Season:

(programmes fo be chosen to recognise Abbey900)



