Carleton Etherington — Conductor

Carleton Etherington has been our
professional conductor since 2005.
Under his direction, the choir has
grown in  numbers and its
performances  have  improved.
Carleton studied at the Royal
Academy of Music and enjoys a
varied musical life as organist,
conductor and teacher. He is organist and Director of
Music at Tewkesbury Abbey and is also conductor of
Pershore Choral, He broadcasts regularly on the BBC and
features on many CD recordings.

Jenny Rees — Accompanist
v Jenny Rees is a freelance professional
F A | musician and teacher. She studied at
‘ g the Royal Welsh College of Music
| and Drama and graduated with a
Performer’s Diploma and an award
for chamber music. In addition to
accompanying weekly rehearsals,
Jenny assembles and manages the
Corinium Camerata who regularly come together to
provide the orchestral requirements for our concerts.

Recent Reviews

. Cherubini’s Requiem . . . was a veal treasure trove
of choral singing. The detail accorded to the performance
was huge, giving the whole evening an extremely
polished edge.” (Wilts & Glos Standard, Dec 2014)

% The excellent ‘Corinium Camerata’ obviously
relished playing music rather larger and wmore
dynamically rewarding than the English choral tradition
and that relish was clearly shared by an audience who had
learnt something new about both composers and this fine
chorus.” (Wilts & Glos Standard, May 2015: Puccini:
Messa di Gloria)

Our Membership

We are a thriving and friendly society and currently
have a full membership complement for the 2015-16
season. Singers interested in joining the choir are
welcome to make inquiries in November and June about
possible vacancies for the subsequent terms. The ‘Join
us’ page of our website (see below) links to
information about what we look for in our members.

A short application form is provided which we ask
all those interested in joining to complete and
submit. Other pages of the website will tell you more
about our activities.

Contact us

Via our website:
www.cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

by e-mail:
enquiries@cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

by phone:
Andy Crane, Chairman
01285 770976
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Cirencester Choral Society was founded
in 1863 and recently celebrated its 150" anniversary.
We perform two main concerts per season (Nov/Dec
and May), currently supplemented by bi-annual
Christmas concerts, in support of a local charity, and
one-day choral events on a summer Saturday, open to
all singers. We aim to support the careers of aspiring
young musicians by giving them opportunities to
perform in our concerts as vocal soloists and orchestral
players. Through careful handling of our funds, we
manage to keep ticket prices for our concerts
affordable and our membership fees at competitive
rates. This helps us attract good audiences and
maintain a high level of membership, making a real
contribution to the cultural life of the town. The
society is a Registered Charity and is affiliated to
Making Music, the National Federation of Music
Societies.

Tues 22 December 2015
7.30 Cirencester Parish Church

Christmas Concert in support of
Cirencester Housing for Young People

Seasonal choral music, including works by
Pachelbel and Bach;

Carols for choir and audience, including
Guardian Angel by Judith Weir (the new
Master of the Queen’s Music) and familiar
traditional favourites;

[nstrumental interludes by Major Pipework,
the Gloucestershire-based recorder consort;

Christmas readings by actress Judith Paris.

All profits to Cirencester Housing for Young People

Tickets £7.50 {accompanied children under 18 free)

Cirencester Choral Society

Sat 21 November 2015
7.30 Cirencester Parish Church

Music on the eve of
Saint Cecilia’s Day:

Purcell: Hail! Bright Cecilia
(Ode for St Cecilia’s Day 1692)

Handel: O praise the Lord with
one consent (Chandos Anthem No 9)

Sat 7 May 2016

7.30 Cirencester Parish Church

A concert of English music
including

Chilcott: Requiem

Elgar: Te Deum & Benedictus
Op 34

Season 2015-16

Annugl celebrations in the form of @ banguet and the performance of an ode had
been held in London since 1683 to inark the feast day (November 22nd) of Saint
Cecilia, the Patron Saint of Musicians. For the 1692 celebration, Pureell set to
music;a text by Nicholas Brady derived from John Dryden’s A Song for Saint
Cecilig, The work is a celebration of the musical variety of voice and instrument
and was apparently performed twice on that firsi oceasion, fo universal
applayse. Int our concert it will be performed just once - and without the
banqugt!

Handgl was appointed composer fo the 1st Duke of Chandos between 1717 and
1719 and lived at Cannons, the Edgware seat of the Duke. The eleven Chandos
Anthems were written during this period and performed in the local St
Lawrerce Church which the Duke re-built and lavishly decorated, Chandos
Anthein No. 9 comprises four choral movemenis and four solo arias, one for
each of the SATB soloists, with texts taken from Psalms 135, 117 and 148.

|

Ticklets £12.50 (£6 students. £3 children)
|

contetporary hero of Brifish choral music’. His Requiemn, set for soprano and
tenor soloists and chorus, was prentiéred in Oxford in March 2010, While paying
homaée to the requiems of his illustrious predecessors — perhaps most closely the
Faure Requiem, the Pie jesu from which Chilcott sang when a boy chorister at
Kings Coliege Cambridge - Chilcott brings his own serene and meditative style fo
this ui';lfﬁz’ng 21 century work.

Bob EEu'Icott, singer, conductor and coriposer, 1s described by The Observer as ‘a

Elgar{s Te Deum and Benedictus was commissioned for the Three Choirs Festival
in Heteford in 1897 and dedicated to George Robertson Sinclair, the organist at
Herefird. This was Elgar’s first large scale piece for Anglican church services and
he was required to seek Sinclair's approval of the work before acceptance for the
festivgl. ‘It is very, very modern, but I think it will do’ was Sinclair’s judgement —
appnréntly a good one, as the work was performed again at the next Hereford
Festival in 1900 and the rights snapped up by Novello.

Tickets £12.50 (£6 students, £3 children)

Tickets for the Society’s concerts go on sale four weeks before concert dates and are available from the
Visitor Information Centre at the Corinium Museum, Park St, Cirencester, Tel: 01285 654180

Further CCS events in Cirencester Parish Church in 2016
The Society’s next open ‘Come and Sing’ event will be led Brian Kay on Saturday 16 July 2016, with
audience invited to attend the short closing informal concert at around 6pm.
The first concert of the 2016-17 season will be on Saturday 3 December 2016.
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