Carleton Etherington — Conductor

Our professional conductor,
Carleton Etherington, joined us in
2005. Under his direction,
membership has increased and the
Society’s reputation for attracting
good audiences to well-reviewed
concert performances has grown.
Carleton studied at the Royal
Academy of Music and enjoys a

i varied musical life as organist,
conductor and teacher. He is organist and Director of Music at
Tewkesbury Abbey and is also conductor of Pershore Choral.
IHe often broadcasts on the BBC and features on many CD
recordings.

Jenny Rees — Accompanist

Jenny Rees is a freelance
professional musician and teacher
and a graduate of the Royal Welsh
College of Music and Drama,

As well as accompanying our
weekly rehearsals, Jenny assembles
and manages the professional
players of the Corinium Camerala
who regularly come together to
provide our orchestras,

From recent reviews:
[Hummel Mass in B flat, May 2012:

#

. @ buoyant, joyous performance of a delightful work,
which demonstrated this choir's ability te achicoe control and
precision in its delivery . . .”

Wilts and Gloucestershire Standard

I"urcell Dido & Aeneas, December 2012:

. this was a committed and spirited performaice and al
limes there was a real excitement in the sound . . . Well-done
lo the performers, and the many who worked behind the
seenes to bring off this very worthwlile presentation of he
nsic of a great composer.”

Wills and Gloucestershire Standard

Membership of the Society

Although our numbers are now close to those that our
rehearsal and concert venues can accommodate, we
always welcome interest from prospective new singers.
The ‘Join us’ page of our website provides information
about what we look for in our members together with a
short on-line application form. Other pages of the
website will tell you more about our activities, If you
would like to speak to us, our Membership Secretary,
Anne Vickers, or Chairman, Andy Crane, would be
delighted to hear from you.

Celebrating
150 years

© Corinium Museum

Contact us

via our website:
www.cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

singing in
Cirencester

by e-mail:
enquiries@cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

by phone:

Andy Crane, Chairman

01285 770976

Anne Vickers, Membership Secretary
01285 659114
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Cirencester Choral Society today has around
120 members. Our usual programme of two main concerts
per year (May and December) is supplemented by fund-
raising musical events for charities and choral workshops
open to non-members. We aim to support the careers of
aspiring young musicians by giving them opportunities to
perform in our concerts, either as orchestral players or as
soloists. Through careful handling of our funds, we
manage to keep ticket prices for our concerts affordable
and our membership fees at very competitive rates
compared with many of our peers, This helps us attract
good audiences and maintain a high level of membership,
making a real contribution to the cultural life of the town.
The Society is a Registered Charity and is affiliated to
Making Music, the National Federation of Music Societies.

The first known record of the Society is an
advertisement in the Wilts and Gloucestershire Standard
dated 3 October 1863, announcing that classes in
connection with Cirencester Choral Society were to be
held on Tuesday evenings and Saturday afternoons,
commencing on 6 October, in the King’s Iead Assembly
Rooms, under the direction of Frederick Helmore,
Conductor, (Choir Master to His late Royal Highness the
Prince Consort, &c, &, &c) with ‘Planoforte Accompanyist’
Miss Clark. Tickets to attend were to be had from Baily’s
Library. The subsequent story of the Society and its
conductors has been researched and published by present
members Tim and Lorna Page (available from the Society).
In addition to being conducted by Sir Hubert Parry (see
opposite), notable points in the Society’s history include
having had as its patrons Ralph Vaughan Williams,
Herbert Howells and Reginald Jacques, and briefly having
as conductor the present Master of the Queen’s Music,

Sir Peter Maxwell Davies.

Tickets for the Society’s concerts go on sale four weeks
before concert dates and are available from the Visifor
Information Centre at the Corinium Museum, from
members or via the website.

Cirencester Choral Society -

Sat 4 May, 7.30 pm
Cirencester Parish Church
Parry: I was glad

Hear my words, ye people

Invocation fo music

Sat 15 June, 1.00 pm
Cirencester Parish Church

Open Choral Workshop
Vivaldi: Gloria and Magnificat
Led by Ralph Allwood

(concluding with a ‘sing through’
open to the public at 5.45 pm)

Wed 9 October, 7.30 pm
Cirencester Parish Church

The Society’s 150" Anniversary
Public Lecture by David White:

Rituals, riots and royalty:
the Victorian choral revival

Sat 30 November, 7.30 pm
Cirencester Parish Church

Mendelssohn: Elijah

Tues 17 December, 7.30 pm
Cirencester Parish Church

Christmas Concert

150% Anniversary events

Gloucestershire composer Sir Hubert Parry conducted Cirencester
Choral Society in 1905 in a performance of his oratorio Job. His half
sister Hilda Cripps became President of the Society in 1937 and his
great nephew Raymond Fenton is a member today. We celebrate our
Parry connections with three works that he composed for special
occasions: the first very well known, the second less so but with a
familiar conclusion and the third probably new to many.

Tickets £12 (£6 student, £3 child under 16) available in April

We welcome back Ralph Allwood MBE, who led our Mozart
Requiem workshop in 2011. Formerly Director of Music at Eton
College, Ralph directs the critically acclaimed Rodolfus Chair,
drawn from the young participants in the Eton Choral Courses, and
recently co-founded Inner Voices, a choir for forty young people
from ten inner London state schools. He regularly features on radic
and television, adjudicates at festivals and runs choral events
worldwide,

Registration'via the Society’s website from February

David White was the Society’s conductor from 1990 until his
retiremnent in 1998, He concluded his teaching career as Director of
Music at Rendcomb College and retired to mid-Wales where he
continues to be heavily involved in music making. He recently
completed a Masters degree in Theology, including study of 19th
century ritualism. David is famous for his enthusiastic approach to
all things musical and an enjoyable, if possibly somewhat irreverent,
evening is keenly anticipated!

Tickets available from late July

The choral works of Mendelssohn were highly popular and formed
the backbone of the Society’s repertoire in the Victorian and
Edwardian era, His star waned during the 20" century, but recently
a more balanced assessment of his important contribution to western
music has emerged. Elfjah is generally held to be Mendelssohn's
greatest choral work and its place in the Society’s history made it an
obvious choice for inclusion in this year’s celebratory programme.
Tickets available from late October

Christmas music for choir, audience and invited musicians in
support of a local charitable cause. Details of the programme
will be announced in the autumn.

Tickets available from mid-November



