Carleton Etherington — Conductor

Our  professional  conductor,
Carleton Etherington, joined us
in 2005. Under his direction, the
choir has grown in numbers and
its performances have improved.
Carleton studied at the Royal
Academy of Music and enjoys a
varied musical life as organist,
conductor and teacher. He is
organist and Director of Music at
Tewkesbury Abbey and is also conductor of Pershore
Choral. He broadcasts regularly on the BBC and features

on many CD recordings.

Jenny Rees Accompamst

_— Jenny Rees is a freelance
professional musician and
teacher. She studied at the Royal
Welsh College of Music and
Drama and graduated with a
Performer’s Diploma and an
award for chamber music. In
adddition to accompanying our
weekly rehearsals, Jermy
assembles and manages the
players of the Corinium Camerata who regularly come
together to provide the orchestral requirements for our
concerts.

Recent Reviews

. Entries were crisp and precise with a good dynamic
range and balance throughout the choir . . .. The
performance was compelling. . .”

(John Rees on Vierne's Messe Solennelle, May 2011)

“. . Cirencester Choral Society goes from strength to
strength under its conductor Carleton Etherington .. .”

(Richard Lester on Haydn’s Nelson Mass, May 2010)

Joining the Society

We always welcome interest from prospective new
members. Although our numbers are now close to
those that our concert venues can accommodate, we
do not currently operate a waiting list and can still
admit new members. We rehearse 7.30 - 9.30 pm
every Tuesday between September and May, with a
break over Christmas.

If you are interested in applying for membership,
please visit the ‘Join us’ page of our website (see
below) where you will find a link to information
about what we look for in our members and a short
application form. Other pages of the website will tell
you more about our activities. If you do not have
internet access, or would like to speak to us, our
Membership Secretary, Anne Vickers, or Chairman,
Andy Crane, would be delighted to hear from you.

Contact us

Via our website:
www.cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

by e-mail:

enquiries@cirencester-choral-soc.org.uk

by phone:

Andy Crane, Chairman

01285 770976

Anne Vickers, Membership Secretary
01285 659114
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Cirencester Choral Society has around 120

members. Our usual programme of two main concerts per
year (May and December) is supplemented by fund-raising
musical events for charities and choral workshops open to
non-members. We aim to support the careers of aspiring
young musicians by giving them opportunities to perform
in our concerts, either as orchestral players or as soloists.
Through careful handling of our funds, we manage to keep
ticket prices for our concerts affordable and our
membership fees at very competitive rates compared with
many of our peers. This helps us attract good audiences
and maintain a high level of membership, making a real
contribution to the cultural life of the town. The Society is a
Registered Charity and is affiliated to Making Music, the
National Federation of Music Societies.

Highlights of our 2010-11 season:

Internationally renowned tenor [ames
Gilchrist sang the litle role in our
performance, with Charlfon Kings Choral
Society, of Britten's Saint Nicolas in
Tewkesbury Abbey in November. Boys
from the Tewkesbury Abbey Scholn
Cantorum and girls from Chosen Hill
School also took part.

Our Christmas Concert raised over £1,900
in support of the campaign to restore
Cirenceseter’s historic “Town Hall’. The
concert of choral and insiruinental music
opened with vituoso solo violin playing
from Gloucesteshire’s Young Musician of
the Year 2010, Therese de Souza,

The Society’s ‘Come and Sing’ on 11" June
was led by Eton College’s Musical
Director, Ralph Allwood. The event
attracted 130 singers from near and for to
spend the afternoon rehearsing Mozarl's
Requiem, followed by a free performance to
anyone who wished to come in and listen.

' Cirencester Choral Society

Sat 10 December 2011, 7.00 pm
Cirencester Parish Church

Handel: Messiah

(Note 7 pm start time)

Sat5 May 2012, 7.30 pm
Cirencester Parish Church

Hummel: Mass in B?

Haydn: Stabat Mater

Sat 8 December 2012, 7.30 pm
Cirencester Parish Church

Purcell:
Dido & Aeneas
Te Deum & Jubilate in D
O Sing unto the Lord
Chaconne in D minor

Season 2011-12

Our first performance of Messigh since 1997, with
soloists from London’s Guildhall Scheol of Music and
Drama and the Corinium Camerata with harpsichord
continuo. A full house is anticipated for this ever-
popular work, which was first performed in Dublin in
April 1742.

Tickets £12 (£6 students, £3 children under 16}

Johann Nepomuk Hummel (1778-1837) was a student of
Mozart and Haydn and in his time regarded as a
composer second only to Beethoven. The 1810 Mass in B
flat is scored for chorus and orchestra. Soloists from the
Guildhall will join the chorus for Haydn's Stabet Mater,
one of his ea r)‘]ier choral works, written in 1767.

Tickets £12 (£6 students, £3 children under 16)

A step back into the late seventeenth century with Henry
Purcell. The celebratory Te Deum & Jubilate, set for
trumpets and strings, was composed for St Cecilia’s day,
1694. The main work will be a concert performance of
Dido & Aeneas, best known for Dido’s lament in the last
scene, which is decscribed by the Oxford Companion to
Music as one of the greatest in opera.

Tickets £12 (£6 students, £3 children under 16)

Tickets for the Society’s concerts go on sale four weeks before concert dates and are available from the
Visitor Information Centre at the Corinium Museum, from members or can be requested via the website.
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In 2013, we will commemorate 150 years of amateur choral singing
in Cirencester under the Society’s banner. We are planning events
that will both recall the Society’s past and celebrate its present.
We will be announcing our anniversary programme during 2012,




