
Congratulations - I told you it would be worth the effort!! 

 

This term has been a considerable challenge, but also the most rewarding one. Indeed, I will put 

my neck on the line straight away and say that last Saturday was the best concert I have had the 

privilege to conduct in my time with you as musical director. 

 

We all know that these performances don’t simply happen by magic. In addition to the hard work 

done week by week in our regular rehearsals I have also been very aware of the amount extra 

preparation undertaken by so many of you. Not only am I grateful for this but I think it is true to say 

that without this extra effort and commitment we could not have reached the required standard on 

Saturday. I am also hugely grateful to the large numbers of you who attended the two extra 

Saturday morning rehearsals – sessions which I personally enjoyed immensely and which, I hope, 

were found to be beneficial all round. 

 

What impressed me the most on Saturday was the confidence and enjoyment which exuded from 

the choir – strong entries, sensitivity to mood and text (particularly in the chorales) and some real 

drama when required. All those little corners which had challenged us over the past few months 

such as Art thou not came over brilliantly. I think we even just about got away with O where? – the 

words were at least in the right place even if the one or two notes were slightly suspect! 

 

This was the first time that Cirencester Choral Society has had the privilege of working with a 

specialist baroque orchestra and we were indeed fortunate to have the wonderful Corelli 

Ensemble at our disposal. It seems to me that there are two advantages of working with period 

instruments for this kind of repertoire. Firstly, as baroque pitch sounds a semitone lower than the 

printed page, it is somewhat kinder to the voice (I’m sure the sopranos and tenors particularly 

appreciated the difference!) and secondly, the sound of the instruments is considerably softer than 

their modern counterparts making balance between voices and instruments considerably easier. 

Indeed, there was no occasion on Saturday when the chorus was drowned out by the orchestra – 

one less headache for the conductor! 

 

The final factor which helped make this concert such a success was, of course, the superb team of 

soloists. It was a particular pleasure - indeed an honour - to have Rogers Covey-Crump as our 

Evangelist, and the fact that he was celebrating his 50th anniversary of singing that role made it all 

the more special. I hesitate to single out any other individual performances, but I felt that Henry 

Hawkesworth really played the part of Jesus with eloquent poise and sincerity – I was yearning to 

hear more from him! Also, Juliet Curnow’s moving interpretation of It is fulfilled accompanied by 

the beguiling sound of the gamba was very special. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to you all for your hard work and 

determination to succeed in this exciting venture. After the concert I sensed a real feeling of 

accomplishment from so many of you. You should, quite rightly, be proud of what you achieved on 

Saturday. Have a great evening – I’m sorry I cannot be with you but as it is Holy Week I am putting 

the Abbey Choir through their paces tonight. I look forward to seeing you all again in September 

and renewed congratulations on a splendid performance. 

 

Carleton 

 


