
THE CORONATION OF KING GEORGE II 

 

Handel had arrived in London in 1710 and established himself as the leading musician in the 

reigns of Queen Anne and the Hanoverian, King George I. Much of his fame and wealth had come 

from writing and producing Italian operas at the King’s Theatre, Haymarket, for the English 

aristocracy led by the German-only-speaking King. He was also music teacher to the three 

daughters of the Prince of Wales and Princess Caroline. 

 

London circa 1710 

Following the death of his father, George I in June 1727, George II and his Queen, Caroline, were 

crowned in Westminster Abbey on 11th October 1727. 

 

                   

The following are excerpts from the account of the coronation by Jane Glover, conductor and 

author, taken from Handel in London, her thoroughly interesting and readable book: 

On coronation day itself, the procession on the raised walkway was formidable, and so long that 

it lasted over two hours. Phalanxes of bishops and clergy, sheriffs and aldermen, judges, barons, 

knights, heralds, musicians and politicians . . . all made their stately way into the Abbey. At times 

they were slowed to a halt as the file of walkers narrowed to enter the Great West Door. One of 

those held up was the redoubtable Sarah, Dowager Duchess of Marlborough, who, to the delight 

of the crowd, rested her legs by taking a drum from one of the soldiers and sitting on it. At last, 

towards the end of the procession came the royal family itself. The King wore crimson velvet 

trimmed with ermine and gold lace, and his train was borne by four young noblemen and the 

Master of the Robes. The Queen’s dress was adorned with literally millions of pounds’ worth of 

precious stones, many of them hired or borrowed for the occasion . . .  
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Once inside the Abbey, a certain amount of disorder ruffled the edges of the elaborately planned 

service. . . Clearly the numbers involved and the inclusion of the musicians in the middle of a long 

procession, prevented the choir from being in the right place at the right time, ready to sing the 

introit ‘I was glad’, as the royal party entered the Abbey. It was therefore omitted, and the knock-

on effect of this, together that the fact that separate bodies of choirs were then positioned in 

opposing galleries, led to more confusion; at one point, two anthems were begun by different 

choirs at the same time . . . But gradually the chaos subsided . . . 

Both collectively and individually, Handel’s multipartite Coronation anthems show his genius for 

detailed structure, contrast, texture and colour. The first of them, ‘Let Thy Hand be Strengthened’, 

was sung at the ‘Recognition’, after the ‘Entrance’, and was lightly scored for strings and oboes, 

with five-part choral writing. This was balanced by the last of them, ‘My Heart is Inditing’ . . . and 

was identically scored. . . Between them, at ‘The Anointing’ and then ‘The Putting on of the 

Crown’, came the two mightiest, ‘Zadok the Priest’ and ‘The King Shall Rejoice’, which called for 

seven- or eight-part choral writing, and added trumpets and timpani . . . 

As the new Queen, attended still by her daughters, received her own crown, the gentler intimacy 

of ‘My Heart is Inditing’ not only provided a running commentary on what was actually happening 

(‘Upon thy right hand did stand the Queen in vesture of gold’; Kings’ daughters were among they 

honourable women’ – this was the perfect choice of text for such a moment), but also reflected 

the genuine affection and warmth felt by Handel towards the family to whom he had been allowed 

to become so attached . . . 

 

Click here for details of Jane Glover’s Handel in London, ‘written for music lovers and not 

musicologists’: https://www.waterstones.com/book/handel-in-london/jane-glover/9781509882083 
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