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Cirencester Choral Society 

Year ended 31st May 2018 

Trustees’ Report  
 

The trustees present their annual report and financial statements of the charity for the year 

ended 31st May 2018. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 

accounting policies set out on page 6 and comply with the charity’s trust deed, the Charities 

Act 2011 and the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by 

Charities 2015 and applicable UK Accounting Standards. 

 

Objectives and Activities for the public benefit 

The objects of the Society are to advance the education and appreciation of music and to offer 

access to the work of both established and developing composers and artists through the 

performance of choral works and other musical activities. 

 

Achievements and performance 

The Society aims to maintain high membership numbers to ensure sufficient funds to enable 

professional orchestras and soloists to be engaged while keeping the prices of concert ticket 

affordable. This year the Society performed its regular autumn and spring concerts to large 

and appreciative audiences, both being well-reviewed in the local press. The popular biennial 

Christmas charity concert was held in support of Cotswold Citizens Advice, who received all 

profits from the event. Early in the year (June 2017) the £1000 grant held in reserve was used 

to facilitate a Gloucestershire Youth Choirs concert in Cirencester, a showcase for a local 

audience of the wealth of young choral talent from across the county. 

 

Grant Making policy 

The Society does not normally make grants. However, the Society may perform concerts in 

aid of a local charity. All other income is applied towards the promotion of the objects of the 

Society as stated above. 

 

Financial review  

The general running of the Society including members’ subscriptions and fund raising 

activities gave rise to a net surplus of £731 (2017: 1,190). This enabled the society to 

maintain tickets prices at an affordable level and, with a profit on concerts of £490, gave a 

total surplus for the year of £1,221. This surplus together with the accumulated surplus of 

£11,918 brought forward results in a total unrestricted fund of £13,139 being carried forward 

into next year. 

 

Investment policy 

The trustees do not normally hold large surplus funds and consider that long term investment 

would not be appropriate. Short term surplus funds are held on deposit. 

 

Risk management 

The trustees have examined the major strategic and operational risks which the charity faces 

and confirm that systems have been established to enable regular reports to be produced so 

that the necessary steps can be taken to lessen these risks. 

 

 

 

1 



Cirencester Choral Society 

Year ended 31st May 2018 

Trustees’ Report (continued) 
 

Reserves policy 

It is the policy of the charity to maintain unrestricted funds, which are the free reserves of the 

charity, at a level which equates to six months normal running costs. 

 

Plans for the future 

There are plans in place for an open Come & Sing event in June 2018 and two regular 

(autumn and spring) concerts in December 2018 and April 2019. 

 

Structure Governance and Management 

The Cirencester Choral Society was founded in 1863 and became a registered charity in 

1978. The charity is governed by the amended 2012 Constitution.   
 

Trustees - Officers 

The Officers of the Society shall be the Chairman, Deputy Chairman (vacant), Secretary, 

Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Communications & Marketing  

Co-ordinator (vacant) who shall be Members and who shall be elected for a period of one 

year by other Members present at the Annual General Meeting. 
 

Trustees – Managing Committee 

The Managing Committee shall consist of the Officers and up to seven Ordinary Members of 

the Managing Committee who shall be Members and who shall be elected for a period of one 

year by other Members present at the Annual General Meeting. Ordinary members of the 

Managing Committee in post shall be eligible for re-election at subsequent Annual General 

Meetings and may serve for three consecutive years before retiring from the Managing 

Committee for at least one year. 
 

The trustees meet at least three times during the year. They keep the skill requirements of the 

Committee under review and may co-opt a member with particular skills until the next AGM 

when they will offer themselves for election. The Chairman ensures that new trustees are 

given appropriate training. 

 

Reference and Administration 

The Trustees who served during the year are as follows: 

 Officers        Andrew Crane           Chairman 

                      Graham Shearn          Secretary 

                      Timothy Page            Membership Secretary 

                      Simon Browning       Treasurer 

Committee   Anne Rickard 

                     Gill Hornby 

          Robert Merrill 
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Cirencester Choral Society 

Year ended 31st May 2018 

Trustees’ Report (continued) 

 
Trustees’ responsibilities in relation to the financial statements. 

 

Law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the trustees to prepare financial 

statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the charity’s financial 

activities during the year and of its financial position at the end of the year.  

 

In preparing financial statements giving a true and fair view, the trustees should follow best 

practice and: 

 

• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 

•   Observe  the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP   

 

• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 

• State whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended 

practice have been followed subject to any material departures that must be disclosed 

and explained in the financial statements; and 

 

• Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate 

to presume the charity will continue in operation. 

 

The trustees are responsible for keeping accounting records which disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that 

the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charities (Accounts and 

Reports) Regulations 2015 and the provisions of the constitution.   

 

The trustees are responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking 

reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial 

information included on the charities website in accordance with legislation in the United 

Kingdom governing the preparation and dissemination of financial statements 

 

Approved by the trustees and signed on their behalf by: 

 

    

 

 

 

Andrew Crane   Chairman                                           Date 31st July 2018      
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Cirencester Choral Society 

Year ended 31st May 2018 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the 

Cirencester Choral Society 
 

I report on the accounts of the Charity for the year ended 31st May 2018, which are set out on 

pages 5 and 6. 

 

Respective responsibilities of the trustees and examiner 

The Charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements.  

The Charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) 

of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 

• Examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 

• To follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commissioners under section 145(5)b of the 2011 Act; and 

• To state whether particular matters have come to my attention.  

 

Basis of Independent Examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 

Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by 

the Charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes 

consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the seeking of 

explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken 

do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and, consequently, no 

opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a “true and fair view” and the report is 

limited to those matters set out below. 

 

Independent Examiner’s Statement 
 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 

1    which gives me reasonable cause to believe, that in any material respect, the 

      requirements 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with s130 of the 2011 Act; and 

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with 

the accounting requirements of the 2011 Act 

      have not been met; or 
 

2 to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

David S Murray 

Chartered Accountant                                 

2 Sawyer Court 

Upper Siddington 

Cirencester 

Gloucestershire                                         Date.                                   2018    
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                                   Cirencester Choral Society 

Statement of Financial Activities 

For the Year ended 31st May 2018 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

   Total                                                                 Unrestricted     Restricted        Total       

   2017                                                                        Fund               Fund              2018 

   £                                                                                                                               £ 
      INCOMING RESOURCES 
  8,890     MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTIONS                             8,595                                   8,595 

  1,601     INCOME TAX REFUNDS                   1,376            1,376 

 

     OTHER INCOME 
    149     BRING AND BUY              183    183 

       50     DONATIONS                            1                       1 

         6     BANK INTEREST                 4       4 

       97     SOCIAL EVENTS               86                                       86 

     359     REFRESHMENTS             328   328 

_____          ______          ______          ______ 

11,152                                                                                     10,573        0             10,573 

 

 13,219    CONCERT RECEIPTS                                       11,688                       11,688 

______                                                ______           ______         ______  

24,371   TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES                   22,261           ______          22,261 

 

   RESOURCES EXPENDED 
 

    SOCIETY RUNNING COSTS 
 7,803    REHEARSAL COSTS           8,576            8,576                            

    203     SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS            263   263 

    172    INSURANCE                              248   248 

      68    ADVERTISEMENTS                  0       0 

      29    POST, PRINT & STATIONERY               71     71 

      81    REFRESHMENT COSTS                61     61 

    191    SUNDRY RUNNING COSTS                    322   322 

    754    DEPRECIATION                            301   301 

_____                                    ______   _____       _______ 

9,301                                 9,842         0             9,842 

    CONCERT EXPENSES 

13,813    ORCHESTRA, SOLOISTS, MUSIC, ETC               7,548     1,000           8,548 

     852     PUBLICITY, TICKETS, ETC                                      699   699 

     267     PERFORMING RIGHTS                                              543   543 

         0     DONATION OF CHRISTMAS PROFIT                   1408              1408 

_____                                                                          _____            _____        ______ 

24,233    TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED                       20,040             1,000        21,040 

 
     138     NET (OUTGOING)/INCOMING  RESOURCES     2,221          (1,000)            1,221       

  
  11,780   FUNDS BROUGHT FORWARD 1ST JUNE 2017   10,918     1,000           11,918 

______                                                                                   _______        _______        ______       

 £11,918  TOTAL FUNDS AS AT 31ST MAY 2018           £ 13,139        £        0          £13,139   
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                                   Cirencester Choral Society 

Balance Sheet 

As at 31st May 2018 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
   Total                                                                                 Unrestricted    Restricted                 Total       

   2016                                                                                             Fund            Fund                  2017 

   £                                                                                                       £                    £                       £ 

                FIXED ASSETS (STAGING)   

10,244   AT COST      13,244                 0                13,244 

   3,000  ADDITIONS DURING THE YEAR            0                                            0 

_____                              ______         ______              ______          

13,244   TOTAL COST     13,244                 0               13,244 

(4,254)   TRANSFER FROM DESIGNATED FUND  ( 4,254)                                 ( 4,254) 

(6,289)   DEPRECIATION     ( 6,590)                                 ( 6,590) 

______                                      ______        ______              ______ 

  2,701                     _ 2,400                  0                 2,400 

    CURRENT ASSETS 
  1,906    DEBTORS            746                                        746 

  7,593     CASH AT BANK & IN HAND    12,299                               12,299 

______        _____          _____               ______ 

  9,499                            TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS               13,045                 0                 13,045  

      CREDITORS 

   (282)      AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR (2,306)                 0                (2,306) 

                                                                                                                        

   9,217        NET CURRENT ASSETS                 10,739                0                 10,739 

______                                                                                             ______        _____               ______ 

£11,918    TOTAL ASSETS LESS LIABILITIES             £13,139       £        0               £13,139 
 

     

  THE FUNDS OF THE CHARITY 

 

 10,918             UNRESTRICTED    13,139                   0              13,139 

   1,000             RESTRICTED                                                         ____0                  0                      0  

 11,918       TOTAL CHARITY FUNDS            £13,139           £     0            £13,139 

 

                          

Approved by the Committee on 31st July 2018 and signed on its behalf by: 

 
   

Andrew Crane (Chairman):        

   

 

Simon Browning (Honorary Treasurer):    

 

 

Notes to Accounts 
 

1. Accounting Policies 

a) Basis of Accounting: The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention. 

b) Turnover: Subscriptions are credited to the Income and Expenditure Account when received. 

All other income is credited in the period to which it relates. 
 

2. Taxation 

Cirencester Choral Society is a Registered Charity and is not liable to taxation. 
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Cirencester Choral Society 

Year ended 31st May 2018 
 

 

 

Reference and Administrative Information 

 
Registered Charity Number:            276649 

 

Correspondence Address:                 The Lodge 

                                                          Park Farm 

                                                          Oaksey 

                                                          Wiltshire 

                                                          SN16 9SD 

   

                                                                     

Independent Examiner:                    David S Murray 

                                                         2 Sawyer Court 

                                             Upper Siddington 

                                                         Cirencester  

                                                         Gloucestershire 

             Gl7 6NB 

 

Bankers:                                           Barclays Bank Plc 

                                                         28 Market Place 

                                                         Cirencester 

                                                         Gloucestershire 

                                                         GL7 2NP 
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