
 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of Cirencester Choral Society 

 took place on Tuesday 4th October 2016, in St Peter’s Hall, Cirencester at 7.30 pm. 
Notice of the date and time of the AGM was circulated to members via the Members’ Newsletter on 8th September 2016 

 

MINUTES 
 

1 Apologies for Absence:  Jenny Moody; Rob Crow; Mary Ludbrook; Dorothy Hartridge; Vic Gilks; 

Diane Martin; Wiggie Talbot-Rice. The meeting attracted 93 members as recorded in the register. 

2 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 29th September 2015 and Matters Arising 

Draft minutes were made available electronically via the Members’ website and a paper copy made available 

for inspection at the AGM. The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting, proposed for 

adoption by Anne Vickers, seconded by Amiyo Banerjee and passed unanimously. There were no 

matters arising. 

3 Treasurer’s Report; Presentation and Adoption of Accounts;  

Appointment of Independent Examiner  

The Trustees’ Report and Financial Statements, for submission to the Charity Commission, were made 

available electronically via the Members’ website, with a paper copy available for inspection at the AGM. 

Treasurer Anne Smith summarised the income, outgoings and financial balances of the Society. 

Incoming resources increased over the previous year by more than £2,400, largely as a result of 

higher concert receipts and a Community Grant of £1,000 received from St James Place. Concert 

expenditure was lower, with one concert sung to organ accompaniment, so that overall the Society’s 

net funds increased by £2,636, compared with a reduction of £1,285 in the previous year. Total 

funds carried forward rose to £11,780 including the written down value of our staging of £455.  

The donation from St James Place is included within the above total as a Restricted Fund because our 

grant application specified that the monies would be used for a specific purpose related to the 

principal aim of the Society: “to advance the education and appreciation of music and to offer 

access to the work of both established and developing composers and artists through the 

performance of choral work and other musical activities”.  

The treasurer thanked the Society’s Independent Examiner, David Murray, and proposed that he be 

re-appointed for the following year. This was seconded by  Ingela Jacob and agreed unanimously. 

Richard Kent proposed that the Society’s Financial Statements be adopted. This was seconded by 

Dorothy Andrews and passed unanimously. 

 

4 Chairman’s Report 

Chairman Andy Crane commented that we had enjoyed another successful year, musically as well 

as financially, and briefly made reference to the significant events covered in the treasurer’s report. 

Our membership is currently as large as can be practically accommodated, so sadly we are having 

to turn down most of the applications that continue to trickle in. There is a turnover of membership, 

though, so to manage this we review numbers for the coming term each June and November and 

when vacancies arise we are able to considerer admitting new members, as we were able to do this 

summer.  This is important, to maintain the health of the Society in the longer term.  
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For the coming season we will no longer be accompanied by the Corinium Camerata – the group of 

talented musicians that Jenny Rees has assembled, managed and nurtured for us over the past eight 

years. Jenny no longer has the time necessary to undertake this role, so we will miss performing 

with what we have come to regard as our own orchestra, which has played so well for us for so 

long and we must record our very great thanks to Jenny for what she achieved in this role for us.  

We are pleased that Jenny is still able to be with us on Tuesdays as our Society Accompanist. 

The AGM provides a formal opportunity to thank those members who give their time every week 

to enable the Society to function:  

 The members of the Managing Committee, who are the trustees of the charity;  

 Voice Part Reps; 

 Our Staging team, who set up staging for our concerts and for visiting choirs;  

 Those who come in early every week to get the hall ready – and make sure everything’s 

tidied away; 

 Our refreshment and bookstall managers, who keep members refreshed and entertained 

while raising valuable additional funds for the Society. 

The chairman gave a special thank you to all those who made the Summer Singing Day a success, 

both in its organisation and helping on the day.  In particular he paid tribute to our webmaster 

Roger Heafield who set up and operated the on-line registration system that worked so well in 

attracting a record attendance of 140 singers.      

Andy invited members to give some thought as to whether they have any skills they are prepared 

to offer help in the future. He then proposed a vote of thanks to current helpers, to general acclaim.  

None of the Society’s recent successes would be possible without the continuing support of our 

conductor, Carleton Etherington, his encouragement and dedication to our cause and using his 

talents to get the best out of us.  Members showed their deep appreciation enthusiastically.   

5 Election of Officers  

All the officers in post (Andy Crane, Chairman; Tim Page, Membership Secretary; Anne Smith, 

Treasurer; Graham Shearn, Secretary) indicated that they were willing to stand for re-election. 

There being no further nominations,  Jane Read proposed, and John Appleton seconded, a motion 

that the current officers be re-elected en bloc, and this was passed unanimously. 

6 Election of Ordinary Members of the Managing Committee 

Ginny Ravenscroft, having served three years, was not eligible; Jen Le Marinel, Jenny Moody and 

Roger Heafield, each having served two years, were willing to stand for re-election, leaving up to 4 

vacancies. In the absence of nominations from members, the chairman proposed their re-election 

and reminded the meeting that the committee has the power to co-opt should the need arise before 

the next AGM. The proposal was agreed nem con. He went on to thank Ginny Ravenscroft for her 

service on the committee and announced that she had agreed to continue in the role of Music 

Librarian, though not as a member of the committee. 

7 Members Forum and Any Other Business 

There being no other business, the chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.47 pm. 
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